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The scene of John Wilkes Booth shooting Abraham Lincoln in Ford’s Theatre is among the most vivid and
indelible images in American history. The literal story of what happened on April 14, 1865, is familiar:
Lincoln was killed by John Wilkes Booth, a lunatic enraged by the Union victory and the prospect of black
citizenship. Yet who Booth really was—besides a killer—is less well known. The magnitude of his crime has
obscured for generations a startling personal story that was integral to his motivation.

My Thoughts Be Bloody, a sweeping family saga, revives an extraordinary figure whose name has been
missing, until now, from the story of President Lincoln’s death. Edwin Booth, John Wilkes’s older brother
by four years, was in his day the biggest star of the American stage. He won his celebrity at the precocious
age of nineteen, before the Civil War began, when John Wilkes was a schoolboy. Without an account of
Edwin Booth, author Nora Titone argues, the real story of Lincoln’s assassin has never been told. Using an
array of private letters, diaries, and reminiscences of the Booth family, Titone has uncovered a hidden history
that reveals the reasons why John Wilkes Booth became this country’s most notorious assassin.

These ambitious brothers, born to theatrical parents, enacted a tale of mutual jealousy and resentment worthy
of a Shakespearean tragedy. From childhood, the stage-struck brothers were rivals for the approval of their
father, legendary British actor Junius Brutus Booth. After his death, Edwin and John Wilkes were locked in a
fierce contest to claim his legacy of fame. This strange family history and powerful sibling rivalry were the
crucibles of John Wilkes’s character, exacerbating his political passions and driving him into a life of
conspiracy.

To re-create the lost world of Edwin and John Wilkes Booth, this book takes readers on a panoramic tour of
nineteenth-century America, from the streets of 1840s Baltimore to the gold fields of California, from the
jungles of the Isthmus of Panama to the glittering mansions of Gilded Age New York. Edwin, ruthlessly
competitive and gifted, did everything he could to lock his younger brother out of the theatrical game. As he
came of age, John Wilkes found his plans for stardom thwarted by his older sibling’s meteoric rise. Their
divergent paths—Edwin’s an upward race to riches and social prominence, and John’s a downward spiral
into failure and obscurity—kept pace with the hardening of their opposite political views and their mutual
dislike.

The details of the conspiracy to kill Lincoln have been well documented elsewhere. My Thoughts Be Bloody
tells a new story, one that explains for the first time why Lincoln’s assassin decided to conspire against the
president in the first place, and sets that decision in the context of a bitterly divided family—and nation. By
the end of this riveting journey, readers will see Abraham Lincoln’s death less as the result of the war
between the North and South and more as the climax of a dark struggle between two brothers who never
wore the uniform of soldiers, except on stage.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between
Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy.

Desiree Schwindt:

This My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an
American Tragedy book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific My
Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American
Tragedy without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth
That Led to an American Tragedy can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This My Thoughts Be Bloody:
The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy having great
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dennis Stclair:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name My Thoughts Be
Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled My Thoughts
Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedyis
one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this
book.

Sonia Cote:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic



inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled My Thoughts Be Bloody: The Bitter Rivalry Between Edwin
and John Wilkes Booth That Led to an American Tragedy can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.
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