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In 1902, a new phase in the scientific production of Max Weber began. Still suffering from his breakdown in
1898 which forced him to refrain from any intellectual work for several years, Weber started working on a
different field of interest than before his crisis; he focused on methodological issues.

Weber had, already at the age of thirteen, actually written an essay which touched upon fundamental
questions of the philosophy of history, like establishing of “laws of history”. The occasion on which Weber
started writing his academic methodological works was a request by his colleagues at the University of
Heidelberg to contribute an essay for a Festschrift of the university.

“Roscher und Knies und die logischen Probleme der historischen Nationalökonomie” was the first of the
methodological essays written by Max Weber from 1902 on.

The value of Max Weber’s methodological essays was often underestimated. In Reinhard Bendix’s
“Intellectual Portrait” e.g. they are “intentionally” left out in favor of Weber’s empirical work . Oakes even
judges Weber’s metatheoretical project as a failure because of a lack of examination, understanding and
evaluation on the part of his successors. In this paper, I am going to focus on the Weber’s essay on “Roscher
and Knies” as a primary source, because the conclusions reached by Weber here are premises for his later
methodological work. My aim is not to give a comprehensive analysis of this essay, but rather an overview
of central points in Weber’s concept.

As secondary literature, I shall use Oakes “Introductory essay” to the “Roscher and Knies” essay, Toby
Huff’s study in Weber’s methodology and for the biographical context, parts of Marianne Weber’s biography
of her husband.

First of all, I shall look at the Methodenstreit in the German sciences which constituted the intellectual
context inspiring and -in a way- provoking Weber. Secondly, I shall examine his critiques both of the
‘naturalist’ and of the ‘intuitionist’ positions and also take Weber’s remarks on ‘irrationality’ into account.

Then, I shall try to reconstruct the main thoughts of Weber’s own concept as it is shown in his rejection of
Wundt’s category of ‘creative synthesis’ and in his theory of ‘causal explanation and meaningful
interpretation’.

After a short summary of Weber’s ideas, I shall conclude with the attempt to show the importance of
Weber’s methodological concept for the theory of history. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Max Weber's Methodological Essay on Roscher and Knies.

Mary Larrick:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Max Weber's Methodological Essay on Roscher and
Knies. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a new book Max Weber's Methodological Essay on Roscher and Knies. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Amy Petersen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Max Weber's
Methodological Essay on Roscher and Knies suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Max Weber's Methodological Essay on Roscher and Kniesis a
single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Pilar Porter:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Max Weber's Methodological
Essay on Roscher and Knies which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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