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By the time Jimi Hendrix died in 1970, the idea of a black man playing lead guitar in a rock band seemed
exotic. Yet a mere ten years earlier, Chuck Berry and Bo Diddley had stood among the most influential rock
and roll performers. Why did rock and roll become “white”? Just around Midnight reveals the interplay of
popular music and racial thought that was responsible for this shift within the music industry and in the
minds of fans.

Rooted in rhythm-and-blues pioneered by black musicians, 1950s rock and roll was racially inclusive and
attracted listeners and performers across the color line. In the 1960s, however, rock and roll gave way to
rock: a new musical ideal regarded as more serious, more artistic?and the province of white musicians.
Decoding the racial discourses that have distorted standard histories of rock music, Jack Hamilton
underscores how ideas of “authenticity” have blinded us to rock’s inextricably interracial artistic enterprise.

According to the standard storyline, the authentic white musician was guided by an individual creative
vision, whereas black musicians were deemed authentic only when they stayed true to black tradition.
Serious rock became white because only white musicians could be original without being accused of
betraying their race. Juxtaposing Sam Cooke and Bob Dylan, Aretha Franklin and Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix
and the Rolling Stones, and many others, Hamilton challenges the racial categories that oversimplified the
sixties revolution and provides a deeper appreciation of the twists and turns that kept the music alive.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

With other case, little folks like to read book Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial
Imagination. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial Imagination. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Michael Taylor:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial Imagination book
is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer connected with Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial Imagination content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial
Imagination is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Scarlet Rome:

The reserve with title Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial Imagination includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Bethany Archie:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching
from it. It is named of book Just around Midnight: Rock and Roll and the Racial Imagination. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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