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The story of Henry VIII and his six wives is a well-known example of the caprice and violence that
dominated that king's reign. Now Derek Wilson examines a set of relationships that more vividly illustrate
just how dangerous life was in the court of the Tudor lion. He tells the interlocking stories of six men-all,
curiously enough, called Thomas-whose ambitions and principles brought them face to face with violent
death, as recorded in a simple mnemonic:

'Died, beheaded, beheaded,
Self-slaughtered, burned, survived.'

Thomas Wolsey was an accused traitor on his way to the block when a kinder death intervened. Thomas
More and Thomas Cromwell, whose convictions and policies could scarcely have been more different, both
perished beneath the headman's axe. Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, would have met the same end had
the king's own death not brought him an eleventh hour reprieve. Thomas Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton,
and Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, though outliving the monarch, perished as a result of that
war of ambitions and ideologies which rumbled on after 1547. Wriothesley succumbed to poison of either
body or mind in the aftermath of a failed coup. Cranmer went to the stake as a heretic at the insistence of
Mary Tudor, who was very much the daughter of the father she hated.

In the Lion's Court is an illuminating examination of the careers of the six Thomases, whose lives are
described in parallel-their family and social origins, their pathways to the royal Council chamber, their
occupancy of the Siege Perilous, and the tragedies that, one by one, overwhelmed them. By showing how
events shaped and were shaped by relationships and personal destinies, Derek Wilson offers a fresh approach
to the political narrative of a tumultuous reign.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hoffman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the
Reign of Henry VIII ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and
Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship while using book In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of
Henry VIII. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jeffrey Diaz:

This In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII tend to be reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this In the Lion's Court:
Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII can be one of many great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information
that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this In the Lion's Court: Power,
Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Roberta Swinton:

Often the book In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII has a lot
of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

James Scott:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like In the Lion's Court: Power, Ambition, and
Sudden Death in the Reign of Henry VIII which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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