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The problem of how to treat the mentally handicapped attracted much attention from American reformers in
the first half of the twentieth century. In this book, Steven Noll traces the history and development of
institutions for the 'feeble-minded' in the South between 1900 and 1940. He examines the influences of
gender, race, and class in the institutionalization process and relates policies in the South to those in the
North and Midwest, regions that had established similar institutions much earlier. At the center of the story is
the debate between the humanitarians, who advocated institutionalization as a way of protecting and
ministering to the mentally deficient, and public policy adherents, who were primarily interested in
controlling and isolating perceived deviants. According to Noll, these conflicting ideologies meant that most
southern institutions were founded without a clear mission or an understanding of their relationship to
southern society at large. Noll creates a vivid portrait of life and work within institutions throughout the
South and the impact of institutionalization on patients and their families. He also examines the composition
of the population labeled feeble-minded and demonstrates a relationship between demographic variables and
institutional placement, including their effect on the determination of a patient's degree of disability.

Originally published in 1995.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-1940, it is
possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a reserve.

Florence Lentz:

The guide with title Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-
1940 contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Beverly Ingram:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Feeble-Minded in Our Midst:
Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-1940 is simple to create you can read it in the area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jack Harbin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the
Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-1940 was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Feeble-Minded in Our Midst: Institutions for the Mentally Retarded in the South, 1900-
1940 has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading that will.
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