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German-Jewish political philosopher Hannah Arendt (1906–75) fled from the Nazis to New York in 1941,
and during the next thirty years in America she wrote her best-known and most influential works, such as
The Human Condition, The Origins of Totalitarianism, and On Revolution. Yet, despite the fact that a
substantial portion of her oeuvre was written in America, not Europe, no one has directly considered the
influence of America on her thought—until now. In Arendt and America, historian Richard H. King argues
that while all of Arendt’s work was haunted by her experience of totalitarianism, it was only in her adopted
homeland that she was able to formulate the idea of the modern republic as an alternative to totalitarian rule.

 

Situating Arendt within the context of U.S. intellectual, political, and social history, King reveals how
Arendt developed a fascination with the political thought of the Founding Fathers. King also re-creates her
intellectual exchanges with American friends and colleagues, such as Dwight Macdonald and Mary
McCarthy, and shows how her lively correspondence with sociologist David Riesman helped her understand
modern American culture and society. In the last section of Arendt and America, King sets out the context in
which the Eichmann controversy took place and follows the debate about “the banality of evil” that has
continued ever since.  As King shows, Arendt’s work, regardless of focus, was shaped by postwar American
thought, culture, and politics, including the Civil Rights Movement and the Cold War.

For Arendt, the United States was much more than a refuge from Nazi Germany; it was a stimulus to rethink
the political, ethical, and historical traditions of human culture. This authoritative combination of intellectual
history and biography offers a unique approach for thinking about the influence of America on Arendt’s
ideas and also the effect of her ideas on American thought.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Arendt and America? Maybe
it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nelson Wyatt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Arendt and America has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Arendt and America is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book Arendt and America. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Karen Jude:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Arendt and America
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can
pick Arendt and America become your starter.

Darren Reid:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Arendt and America or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Arendt
and America to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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