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During his sojourn in England during the 1870s, a young Cavafy found himself enthralled by the aesthetic
movement of cosmopolitan London. It was during these years that he encountered the canvases and
personalities of Pre-Raphaelite painters, including Burne-Jones and Whistler, as well as works of aesthetic
writers who were effecting a revolution in British literary culture and channeling influences from France that
would gradually coalesce into an international decadent movement. In Reframing Decadence Peter Jeffreys
returns us to this critical period of Cavafy's life, showing the poet's creative indebtedness to British and
French avant-garde aesthetes whose collective impact on his poetry proved to be profound. In the process,
Jeffreys offers a critical reappraisal of Cavafy’s relation to Victorian aestheticism and French literary
decadence.

Foremost among the tropes of decadence that captivated Cavafy were the decline of imperial Rome, the rise
of Christianity, and the lingering twilight of Byzantium. The influence of Walter Pater on Cavafy’s view of
classical and late-antique history was immense, inflected as it was with an unapologetic homoerotic aesthetic
that Cavafy would adopt as his own, making Pater’s imaginary portraits an important touchstone for his own
historicizing poetry. Cavafy would move beyond Pater to explore a more openly homoerotic sensuality but
he never quite abandoned this rich Victorian legacy, one that contributed greatly to his emergence as a global
poet. Jeffreys concludes by considering Cavafy’s current popularity as a gay poet and his curious relation to
kitsch as manifest in his ongoing popularity via translation and visual media.
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From reader reviews:

Sonia Shipley:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits book is readable
by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary
Portraits is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Antonio Nelson:

This Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits
can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits giving you an enormous of experience
such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Bruce Alexander:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Reframing Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's
Imaginary Portraits e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Reframing
Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Jason Young:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Reframing
Decadence: C. P. Cavafy's Imaginary Portraits which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book?
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