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Returning to a foundational moment in the history of the American family, Negotiating Motherhood in
Nineteenth-Century American Literature explores how various authors of the period represented the maternal
role – an office that came to a new, social prominence at the end of the eighteenth century. By examining
maternal figures in the works of diverse authors such as Harriet Beecher Stowe, Nathaniel Hawthorne,
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and Sarah Piatt, this book exposes the contentious but fruitful
negotiations that took place in the heart of the American sentimental era – negotiations about the cultural
meanings of family, womanhood, and motherhood. This book, then, challenges critical constructions that
figure American sentimentalism as a coherent, monolithic project, tied strictly to the forces of cultural
conservatism. Furthermore, by exploring nineteenth-century challenges to conventional maternal ideology
and by exposing gaps in the mythology of "ideal" motherhood, Negotiating Motherhood demonstrates that
the icon of an American Madonna – a figure that still haunts America’s imagination – never had an
uncontested reign. Transcending the boundaries of literary criticism, this work will be useful to feminist
scholars and to those who are interested in the history of women’s culture, the American mythology of
family life, or the cultural construction of motherhood.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

This Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Studies in American Popular
History and Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Studies in
American Popular History and Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-
Century American Literature (Studies in American Popular History and Culture) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dan Morris:

This book untitled Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Studies in
American Popular History and Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there
is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Peggy Gillman:

Typically the book Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century American Literature (Studies in
American Popular History and Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suited to you. The book Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century American Literature
(Studies in American Popular History and Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tamela Campbell:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Negotiating Motherhood in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature (Studies in American Popular History and Culture) can be the solution, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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