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This book reassesses theories of agency and gender identity against the backdrop of changing relations
between men and women in contemporary societies. McNay argues that recent thought on the formation of
the modern subject offers a one-sided or negative account of agency, which underplays the creative
dimension present in the responses of individuals to changing social relations. An understanding of this
creative element is central to atheory of autonomous agency, and aso to an explanation of the waysin
which women and men negotiate changes within gender relations.

In exploring the implications of this idea of agency for atheory of gender identity, McNay brings together
the work of leading feminist theorists - such as Judith Butler and Nancy Fraser - with the work of key
continental social theorists. In particular, she examines the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Paul Ricoeur and
Cornelius Castoriadis, each of whom has explored different aspects of the idea of the creativity of action.
McNay argues that their thought has interesting implications for feminist ideas of gender, but these have
been relatively neglected partly because of the huge influence of the work of Michel Foucault and Jacques
Lacan in this area. She argues that, despite its suggestive nature, feminist theory must move away from the
ideas of Foucault and Lacan if amore substantive account of agency isto be introduced into ideas of gender
identity.

This book will appeal to students and scholars in the areas of social theory, gender studies and feminist
theory.
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From reader reviews:
Raymond Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and
Social Theory. Try to make book Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social
Theory as your close friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Thomas Bedwell:

The book Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Socia Theory give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory for being your habit,
you can get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring
the Subject in Feminist and Socia Theory. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopediaor other folks. So, how do you think about this e-book?

Mary Olive:

The publication untitled Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Socia Theory isthe
publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the
Subject in Feminist and Social Theory from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tommie Matthews:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is referred to as of
book Gender and Agency: Reconfiguring the Subject in Feminist and Social Theory. Y ou can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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