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An extraordinary encyclopedia of Buddhist icons. Illustrating the Rin 'byung brgya rtsa, the Nar thang brgya
rtsa, and the Vajravali, the book is based on a collection of over five hundred images of Tibetan deities. The
images, presented in the book at full scale, were originally created by a master artist in the early nineteenth
century to serve as initiation cards (tsakli). The original tsakli were woodblock prints, hand colored at the
request of a Ch'ing Dynasty nobleman who had received the initiations. Such cards are used in ceremonies to
introduce the practitioner to the deity and his or her practice. The paintings are housed in the Ethnographic
Museum of the University of Zurich.

Deities of Tibetan Buddhism is also an indispensable reference tool for Tibetologists, students of Mahayana
Buddhism, and museum curators. Its extensive supplementary materials include English translations of the
basic invocation texts; the associated visualization with descriptions of the deities' postures, attributes, and
colors; and the dharanis and mantras used in their invocation.

Co-editor Martin Willson spent more than a decade translating and documenting this work. He has provided
detailed explanations of technical terms, enlightening explanatory notes, and glossaries documenting the
discrepancies in the depictions. The extensive pictorial index, featuring drawings and text by Robert Beer,
explains the symbolic meaning behind the deities' implements and adornments. The cross-referenced indices
for Tibetan, Sanskrit, Mongolian, and English names and terms provide quick access to vast amounts of
information.

Co-editor Martin Brauen and the technical staff of the Ethnographic Museum of the University of Zurich
have documented the relationship between this and other sets of initiation cards that exist elsewhere, as well
as detailing the construction materials and methods involved in producing this set.

Deities of Tibetan Buddhism is a reference book without peer, essential for any serious student of Tibetan
and East Asian art and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Deities of Tibetan Buddhism: The Zurich
Paintings of the Icons Worthwhile to See guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Deities of Tibetan
Buddhism: The Zurich Paintings of the Icons Worthwhile to See as good book not just by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Eleanor Rowe:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Deities of Tibetan Buddhism: The Zurich Paintings of the Icons Worthwhile to See can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Carol Reck:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Deities of Tibetan Buddhism: The Zurich Paintings of the Icons Worthwhile to See provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Isaac Lewis:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Deities of Tibetan Buddhism: The Zurich
Paintings of the Icons Worthwhile to See can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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