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The simple question "How did the Maya come up with a calendar that had only 260 days?" led Vincent
Malmström to discover an unexpected "hearth" of Mesoamerican culture. In this boldly revisionist book, he
sets forth his challenging, new view of the origin and diffusion of Mesoamerican calendrical systems—the
intellectual achievement that gave rise to Mesoamerican civilization and culture.

Malmström posits that the 260-day calendar marked the interval between passages of the sun at its zenith
over Izapa, an ancient ceremonial center in the Soconusco region of Mexico's Pacific coastal plain. He goes
on to show how the calendar developed by the Zoque people of the region in the fourteenth century B.C.
gradually diffused through Mesoamerica into the so-called "Olmec metropolitan area" of the Gulf coast and
beyond to the Maya in the east and to the plateau of Mexico in the west.

These findings challenge our previous understanding of the origin and diffusion of Mesoamerican
civilization. Sure to provoke lively debate in many quarters, this book will be important reading for all
students of ancient Mesoamerica—anthropologists, archaeologists, archaeoastronomers, geographers, and
the growing public fascinated by all things Maya.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

William Chapman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The
Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization.

Kathy Vaughn:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of
the Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the
Moon: The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Deborah Knight:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon:
The Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you
to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book Cycles of the Sun, Mysteries of the Moon: The



Calendar in Mesoamerican Civilization can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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