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In 1969, after his return from Vietnam, George Marrett took a job as a test pilot at Hughes Aircraft. For
twenty years, he tested the most sophisticated airborne radar and missiles ever designed for advanced Navy
and Air Force aircraft. Marrett's masterful command of storytelling puts the reader in the cockpit during the
F-15, F-16, and F-18 weapons systems flyoff, as well as during the firing of a Mach 3 Phoenix missile from
an F-14A Tomcat at a Soviet MiG Foxbat target. In addition to the weaponry, Marrett relives stories of
espionage, deadly crashes, and the development of the B-2 Spirit stealth bomber radar. He combines the
thrill of test flying with the pathos, humor, and tragedy that is the everyday life of a test pilot, showing how
the Cold War was actually won in the skies above Southern California.

The background to Marrett's tale is the story of Hughes Aircraft. While Howard Hughes's huge and unwieldy
Spruce Goose never made it into World War II, the Radio Department he started grew to become the
electronics giant Hughes Aircraft Company. By the 1950s, Hughes Aircraft built airborne radar and missiles
for all of the Air Force interceptors stationed on the East and West Coasts and along the border with Canada
to defend the United States from Soviet bombers. In the years that followed, the company built airborne
radar for the Navy F-14A Tomcat, the Air Force F-15A Eagle, the Navy F-18A Hornet and the B-2 stealth
bomber. They also built the Navy air-to-air AIM-54 Phenix and the Air Force air-to-ground AGM-65
Maverick missiles. These advanced electronic weapons were developed and fielded during President
Reagan's massive buildup of military might. Even though Hughes himself did not live to see the Berlin Wall
fall in 1989, the company he built made an essential contribution to the collapse of communism.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Within other case, little people like to read book Testing Death: Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War
Weaponry (Praeger Security International). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book Testing Death: Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold
War Weaponry (Praeger Security International). You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could
know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mark Garcia:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Testing Death: Hughes Aircraft Test
Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security International) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Helen Scott:

This Testing Death: Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security International)
are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Testing Death:
Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security International) can be on the list of
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Testing
Death: Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security International) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Pauline Browne:

The book untitled Testing Death: Hughes Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security
International) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Testing Death: Hughes
Aircraft Test Pilots and Cold War Weaponry (Praeger Security International) from the publisher to make you



considerably more enjoy free time.
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