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Debates over the legacy of Pope Pius XII and his canonization are so heated they are known as the “Pius
wars.” Soldier of Christ moves beyond competing caricatures and considers Pius XII as Eugenio Pacelli, a
flawed and gifted man. While offering insight into the pope’s response to Nazism, Robert A. Ventresca
argues that it was the Cold War and Pius XII’s manner of engaging with the modern world that defined his
pontificate.

Laying the groundwork for the pope’s controversial, contradictory actions from 1939 to 1958, Ventresca
begins with the story of Pacelli’s Roman upbringing, his intellectual formation in Rome’s seminaries, and his
interwar experience as papal diplomat and Vatican secretary of state. Accused of moral equivocation during
the Holocaust, Pius XII later fought the spread of Communism in Western Europe, spoke against the
persecution of Catholics in Eastern Europe and Asia, and tackled a range of social and political issues. By
appointing the first indigenous cardinals from China and India and expanding missions in Africa while
expressing solidarity with independence movements, he internationalized the church’s membership and
moved Catholicism beyond the colonial mentality of previous eras.

Drawing from a diversity of international sources, including unexplored documentation from the Vatican,
Ventresca reveals a paradoxical figure: a prophetic reformer of limited vision whose leadership both
stimulated the emergence of a global Catholicism and sowed doubt and dissension among some of the
church’s most faithful servants.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Young:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Soldier of Christ: The Life of
Pope Pius XII is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Eugene Hughes:

This Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Soldier of Christ: The
Life of Pope Pius XII in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Elizabeth Walborn:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Billie Gallagher:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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