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By 1870, only one group of American Indians in the 300,000 square miles of the Dakota and Montana
Territories still held firm against being placed on reservations: a few thousand Teton Sioux and Northern
Cheyenne, all followers of the charismatic Sitting Bull. It was then that Philadelphia’s Jay Cooke, “the
financier of the Civil War,” a man who believed that he was “God’s chosen instrument,” funded a second
transcontinental railroad. This line, the Northern Pacific, would follow the Yellowstone River through
Montana, separating the last buffalo herds from Sitting Bull’s people and disrupting their way of life.

Road to War tells the fascinating story of the inevitable clash of wills between a fierce, proud people fighting
to retain their traditional way of life and a devout man who, with the full support of President Ulysses S.
Grant’s administration and the U.S. Army, was intent on carrying out what he believed to be God’s will and
America’s destiny.

The chronological first of three volumes documenting the Northern Pacific’s Yellowstone valley surveys
between 1871 and 1873, Road to War tells its story through excerpts from unpublished letters, diaries,
official reports, and period newspapers that reflect the never-ending intrigue, corruption and profiteering,
politics, and unanticipated physical hardships. Lubetkin shows the railroad’s drive west, along with the rough
humor and profanity of colorful personalities among railroad management, alcoholic army officers,
apprehensive Indian agents, and especially the young surveyors working in intolerable heat, swamps, and
arctic cold. All these details tell the real story of building a railroad while keeping an eye open for Sitting
Bull’s warriors.

Road to War shows history as it really unfolded on the western plains. Although the Indians’ former way of
life was coming to an end, it would not come quietly.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Road to War:
The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys (Frontier Military Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Chad Brown:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Road to War: The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys
(Frontier Military Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anna Gann:

The ability that you get from Road to War: The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys (Frontier Military Series) is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Road to War: The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys (Frontier
Military Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Road
to War: The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys (Frontier Military Series) instantly.

John Yang:

The publication untitled Road to War: The 1871 Yellowstone Surveys (Frontier Military Series) is the book
that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Road to War: The 1871 Yellowstone
Surveys (Frontier Military Series) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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