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Robert Sherlaw Johnson's pioneering work on the music of Olivier Messiaen has become the foundation
stone upon which all Messiaen scholarship is based. In it he discusses all Messiaen's main works, exploring
his musical language, the development of his technique, his individual approach to harmony and rhythm, the
theological and symbolic aspects of his music, and his use of birdsong. The appendices include a complete
chronological list of works, a bibliography and a list of bird names.

Messiaen died in 1992 aged 84. In between the publication of the last edition of this book in 1989 and this
final, updated version he composed a further set of masterpieces that are more than a postscript to his
compositional oeuvre. This new edition brings the book fully up to date on these and other works and offers
additional assessment on Messiaen's influence as a composer.

Robert Sherlaw Johnson (1932-2000) was a lecturer in music at the University of Oxford and a fellow at
Worchester College. He was also a composer and Pianist of note who recorded a number of Messiaen's
works, including the Catalogue d'Oiseaux, of which he gave the first complete performance in Britain at
Coventry Cathedral in 1973. This edition of his Messiaen study has been updated by Dr Caroline Rae.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Messiaen. All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Steven Bemis:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Messiaen will give you a new experience in reading a book.

George Seal:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Messiaen was colorful and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Messiaen has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Robert Hutzler:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Messiaen we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life at this book Messiaen. You can more inviting than now.
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