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Extraordinarily wealthy and influential, Stephen Duncan (1787-1867) was a landowner, slaveholder, and
financier with a remarkable array of social, economic, and political contacts in pre-Civil War America. In
this, the first biography of Duncan, Martha Jane Brazy offers a compelling new portrait of antebellum life
through exploration of Duncan's multifaceted personal networks in both the South and the North.

Duncan grew up in an elite Pennsylvania family with strong business ties in Philadelphia. There was little
indication, though, that he would become a cosmopolitan entrepreneur who would own over fifteen
plantations in Mississippi and Louisiana, collectively owning more than two thousand slaves. With style and
substance, Martha Jane Brazy describes both the development of Duncan's businesses and the lives of the
slaves on whose labor his empire was constructed.

According to Brazy, Duncan was a hybrid, not fully a southerner or a northerner. He was also, Brazy shows,
a paradox. Although he put down deep roots in Natchez, his sphere of influence was national in scope.
Although his wealth was greatly dependent on the slaves he owned, he predicted a clash over the issue of
slave ownership nearly three decades before the onset of the Civil War.

Perhaps more than any other planter studied, Duncan contradicts historians' definition of the southern
slaveholding aristocracy. By connecting and contrasting the networks of this elite planter and those he
enslaved, Brazy provides new insights into the slaveocracy of antebellum America.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

The book An American Planter: Stephen Duncan of Antebellum Natchez and New York (Southern
Biography Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make looking at a book An American Planter: Stephen Duncan of Antebellum Natchez and New
York (Southern Biography Series) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a reserve An American Planter: Stephen Duncan of Antebellum Natchez and New
York (Southern Biography Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Winnie Logan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular An American Planter:
Stephen Duncan of Antebellum Natchez and New York (Southern Biography Series) is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Clyde Connell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book An American Planter: Stephen Duncan of Antebellum
Natchez and New York (Southern Biography Series) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Linda Meier:

The book untitled An American Planter: Stephen Duncan of Antebellum Natchez and New York (Southern
Biography Series) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of



literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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