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A fresh guide to classical music from the acclaimed creator of NPR's "What Makes It Great"™

Rob Kapilow has been helping audiences hear more in great music for two decades with his What Makes It
Great? series on NPR's Performance Today, at Lincoln Center, and in concert halls throughout the US and
Canada. In this book, he focuses on short masterpieces by major composers to help you understand the
essence of each composer's genius and how each piece—which can be heard on the book's web
site—transformed the musical language of its time. Kapilow's down-to-earth approach makes music history
easy to grasp no matter what your musical background.

Explores the musical styles and genius of great classical composers, including Vivaldi, Handel, J.S. Bach,●

Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Chopin, Puccini, Wagner, Dvorak, Tchaikovsky,
and Debussy
Features an accompanying web site where you can see, hear, and download each short masterpiece and all●

of the book's musical examples
Introduces you in depth to popular pieces from the classical repertoire, including "Spring" from the Four●

Seasons (Vivaldi), "Dove Sono" from The Marriage of Figaro (Mozart), the Prelude to Tristan and Isolde
(Wagner), and "Trepak" from The Nutcracker Suite (Tchaikovsky)
Written by acclaimed composer, conductor, and pianist Rob Kapilow: "You could practically see the light●

bulbs going on above people's heads" (The Philadelphia Inquirer); "Rob Kapilow is awfully good at what
he does" (The Boston Globe); "A wonderful guy who brings music alive!" (Katie Couric)

This book, along with the music on the companion web site, is an ideal starting point for anyone interested in
classical music, whether first-time listener, experienced concertgoer or performing musician, offering an
entree into the world of eighteen great composers and a collection of individual masterpieces spanning
almost two hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

What Makes It Great: Short Masterpieces, Great Composers can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing What Makes It Great:
Short Masterpieces, Great Composers however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Harold Baughman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this What Makes It Great: Short
Masterpieces, Great Composers book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty What Makes
It Great: Short Masterpieces, Great Composers as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Christopher Barry:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This What Makes It Great: Short Masterpieces,
Great Composers is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Roger Richmond:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book What Makes It Great: Short Masterpieces, Great
Composers was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book What Makes It Great:
Short Masterpieces, Great Composers has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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