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An ambitious and timely look at the role of religion in New York State's early public schools.

Historians of religion and public schooling often focus on conflict and Bible Wars, pitting Catholics and
Protestants against one another in palpitating narratives of the embattled development of American public
schooling. The War That Wasn’t tells a different story, arguing that in nineteenth-century New York State a
civil system of democratic, local control led to adjustments and compromises far more than discord and bitter
conflict. In the decades after the Civil War, New Yorkers from rural, one-room schools to big city districts
hammered out a variety of ways to reconcile public education and religious diversity. This book recounts
their stories in delightful and compelling detail. The common school system of New York State managed to
keep the peace during a time of religious and ethnic pluralism, before sweeping educational reforms ended
many of these compromises by the turn of the twentieth century.

Benjamin Justice is Assistant Professor of Education and History at Rutgers University.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

The book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York
State, 1865-1900 gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in
the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like open up and read a book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the
Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Tracie Wright:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and
Compromise in the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 as the daily resource information.

David Brouwer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, and soon. The The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common
Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Timothy Quintero:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York State,



1865-1900 when you necessary it?
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