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Merging archaeology, material culture, and social history, historian Susan Kern reveals the fascinating story
of Shadwell, the birthplace of Thomas Jefferson and home to his parents, Jane and Peter Jefferson, their eight
children, and over sixty slaves. Located in present-day Albemarle County, Virginia, Shadwell was at the time
considered "the frontier." However, Kern demonstrates that Shadwell was no crude log cabin; it was, in fact,
a well-appointed gentry house full of fashionable goods, located at the center of a substantial plantation.

Kern’s scholarship offers new views of the family’s role in settling Virginia as well as new perspectives on
Thomas Jefferson himself. By examining a variety of sources, including account books, diaries, and letters,
Kern re-creates in rich detail the daily lives of the Jeffersons at Shadwell—from Jane Jefferson’s cultivation
of a learned and cultured household to Peter Jefferson’s extensive business network and oversight of a
thriving plantation.

Shadwell was Thomas Jefferson’s patrimony, but Kern asserts that his real legacy there came from his
parents, who cultivated the strong social connections that would later open doors for their children. At
Shadwell, Jefferson learned the importance of fostering relationships with slaves, laborers, and powerful
office holders, as well as the hierarchical structure of large plantations, which he later applied at Monticello.
The story of Shadwell affects how we interpret much of what we know about Thomas Jefferson today, and
Kern’s fascinating book is sure to become the standard work on Jefferson's early years.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Jeffersons at
Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) will
give you a new experience in studying a book.

Raymond Langford:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History)
this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Kent Moore:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Jeffersons at Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History) we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The Jeffersons at



Shadwell (The Lamar Series in Western History). You can more pleasing than now.
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