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“A masterful balance of science, history and rich narrative.” —Discover magazine

“Hirshfeld tells this climactic discovery of the expanding universe with great verve and sweep, as befits a
story whose scope, characters and import leave most fiction far behind.” —Wall Street Journal

“Starlight Detectives is just the sort of richly veined book I love to read—full of scientific history and
discoveries, peopled by real heroes and rogues, and told with absolute authority. Alan Hirshfeld’s wide,
deep knowledge of astronomy arises not only from the most careful scholarship, but also from the years he’s
spent at the telescope, posing his own questions to the stars.” —DAVA SOBEL, author of A More Perfect
Heaven: How Copernicus Revolutionized the Cosmos and Longitude

In 1929, Edwin Hubble announced the greatest discovery in the history of astronomy since Galileo first
turned a telescope to the heavens. The galaxies, previously believed to float serenely in the void, are in fact
hurtling apart at an incredible speed: the universe is expanding. This stunning discovery was the
culmination of a decades-long arc of scientific and technical advancement. In its shadow lies an untold, yet
equally fascinating, backstory whose cast of characters illuminates the gritty, hard-won nature of scientific
progress.

The path to a broader mode of cosmic observation was blazed by a cadre of nineteenth-century amateur
astronomers and inventors, galvanized by the advent of photography, spectral analysis, and innovative
technology to create the entirely new field of astrophysics. From William Bond, who turned his home into a
functional observatory, to John and Henry Draper, a father and son team who were trailblazers of
astrophotography and spectroscopy, to geniuses of invention such as Léon Foucault, and George Hale, who
founded the Mount Wilson Observatory, Hirshfeld reveals the incredible stories—and the ambitious
dreamers—behind the birth of modern astronomy.

Alan Hirshfeld, Professor of Physics at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth and an Associate of the
Harvard College Observatory, is the author of Parallax: The Race to Measure the Cosmos, The Electric Life
of Michael Faraday, and Eureka Man: The Life and Legacy of Archimedes.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics
Discovered the Modern Universe book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will
find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers,
Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the Modern Universe content conveys objective easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it.
So , do you even now thinking Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered
the Modern Universe is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Young Legg:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Starlight Detectives:
How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the Modern Universe is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jennifer Pittman:

The publication untitled Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the
Modern Universe is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers,
Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the Modern Universe from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Russell Pittman:

This Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the Modern Universe is
fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
bit of digest in reading this Starlight Detectives: How Astronomers, Inventors, and Eccentrics Discovered the
Modern Universe can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I



mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for
your better life along with knowledge.
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