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Our students aren’t learning, we’re falling behind other countries, and many of our college graduates are
even functionally illiterate. We offer our kids a weak and poorly thought out curriculum; too many teachers
do not make good use of classroom time and follow lesson plans that are superficial and repetitive; almost all
state governments define “proficiency” at low levels of competency; and because kids with very uneven
skills populate a classroom, teachers spend considerable time on review before introducing new material.
This dismal picture is tempered by the fact that the hard work and dedication of countless teachers and
administrators means that many students get an excellent education. But it doesn’t temper it much. As a
group, even our top students are not as strong as are those in a large majority of other rich countries.
But it doesn’t have to be this way. Katherine Baird, an economist, starts by clearly spelling out how our
educational system is trapped in mediocrity. Yet, she doesn’t just expose where we are. She identifies the
steps to get out of the trap. We need to (1) dramatically reform our education’s governance structure, (2)
establish high expectations for all students, (3) provide adequate support to meet those expectations, and (4)
introduce strong incentives for students to work hard in school so they do their part in meeting higher
standards. Clearly, it isn’t as simple as it sounds, but Baird carefully examines each factor that has led to the
current state in education and then spells out how a combination of policies will weaken the forces that keep
our schools mediocre and instead make them ones worth copying
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From reader reviews:

Erwin Fast:

The book Trapped in Mediocrity: Why Our Schools Aren't World-Class and What We Can Do About It will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Trapped in
Mediocrity: Why Our Schools Aren't World-Class and What We Can Do About It is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Rice:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Trapped in Mediocrity: Why Our Schools Aren't
World-Class and What We Can Do About It can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Stella Keith:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Trapped in Mediocrity: Why Our Schools
Aren't World-Class and What We Can Do About It. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can
get many advantages.

Cynthia Tso:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Trapped in Mediocrity: Why Our Schools Aren't World-Class and What We Can Do About
It when you required it?
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