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Set in South Africa in the ‘fifties and ‘sixties, this is the story of Ruth, youngest of three daughters in the
flamboyant, theatrical Frank family. Brash, clear-eyed and passionate, Ruth moves through a decade of
drama on every front —the family, the servants, the theatre, and the country at large—wondering always
how she will escape into the “real world” at last.

"For protagonist Ruth Frank, home ground is a small town in South Africa in the 1950s, in the thick of a
feuding theatrical family, where her parents play at "Happy Families" with the same fervor and artifice they
bring to their professional productions. Freed is at her best when evoking Sarah and Roger Frank's powerful
self-delusion and Ruth's painful realization that her parents are "deaf and blind" to their alienation as a
family, as Jews in British colonial society and as whites on a turbulent black continent. The author's ear for
dialogue is perceptive, as is her depiction of the Franks' pathetic, uneducated, white lower-class neighbors
and the desperate squalor and rage of their black servants. Ruth's coming of agefrom eight to 18serves as the
framework for the novel, but the narrative is too insubstantial to sustain the 10-year time span. And the
underdeveloped motivation for the vicious sibling rivalry between Ruth and her sisters is less than
satisfying."
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.
—Library Journal

"This first person coming-of-age novel takes Ruth Frank, a Jew growing up in South Africa in the 1950sfrom
a brash 8-year-old to a plump, pimply adolescent to a head-turning 18-year-old with her first lover. Ruth, the
youngest of three daughters of theatrical parents who play at "Happy Families" at home, worries about,
among other things, her future, sex, her parents, money (the Frank family wealth also is illusory), and violent
black revolution. Looking for the truth about her family, which values appearance above all, and about her
segregated country, she is nurtured by the family's black cook, encouraged by a noted British actress, and
supported by an Indian friend and her close-knit family. In this warm, well-constructed novel, the South
African locale adds depth to Ruth's universal concerns about growing up." Michele Leber, Fairfax Cty. P.L.,
Va.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.
—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for people. The book Home Ground ended up being making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The guide Home Ground is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book Home Ground. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Patricia Coburn:

Here thing why this Home Ground are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Home
Ground giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there
is no reserve that similar with Home Ground. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Home Ground in e-book can be your alternative.

Mark Klein:

The e-book with title Home Ground has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Elda Baggett:

Precisely why? Because this Home Ground is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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