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William Tobias Merrick, an energetic young man from the provinces, travels to the big city in a time of great
optimism and ferment, hoping to make his mark on a frenzied, money-crazed society obsessed with the
promise of new technologies.

The city in question is London in the 1690s; but it is also New York in the 1990s. The new technologies are
diving bells, pneumatic winches, and "sucking-worm" drainage engines; but they are also wireless
telecommunication devices, patented biotechnology processes, and revolutionary electronic Internet routers.
Only the sense of unlimited possibility remains the same throughout.

Unfolding simultaneously in two distant--but remarkably similar--periods of history, Extravagance is a
comic, pictaresque novel of financial mania, the story of a world gripped by a terminal case of irrational
exuberance. Navigating the perils of both eras is a single cast of characters: Will himself, a young man on the
make, eager to do whatever it takes to make his fortune; Will's uncle (and sponsor) Gilbert Hawking, a
shrewd businessman with one foot in the Old Economy and one in the New; Benjamin Fletcher, the
developer of a pioneering new technology destined to set the world on fire; and Theodore Witherspoon, the
cheerfully unscrupulous wizard of the financial markets who promises to make them all wealthy beyond their
dreams.

Meanwhile, Will's aspirations are complicated by his pursuit of Ben Fletcher's sister, Eliza, the gorgeous and
disconcertingly aggressive woman who is as desirable as she is elusive. Can Will succeed in his efforts to
win both Eliza and the fortune that her brother's new technology seems likely to bring him? And can he
make it all happen before the general euphoria of the age reaches its inevitable climax?

Extravagance is a uniquely conceived work of high comic entertainment -- an ultra-smart time machine of a
novel that proves that both love and greed are timeless.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Burke:

With other case, little persons like to read book Extravagance: A Novel. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Extravagance: A Novel. You can
add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's read.

Marni Johnson:

Often the book Extravagance: A Novel will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book Extravagance: A Novel is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Moreau:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Extravagance: A Novel it is rather good to read. There are a lot
of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Julie Long:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Extravagance: A Novel or even others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Extravagance: A Novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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