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The prevailing image of European Jews during the Holocaust is one of helpless victims, but in fact many
Jews struggled against the terrors of the Third Reich. In Defiance, Nechama Tec offers a riveting history of
one such group, a forest community in western Belorussia that would number more than 1,200 Jews by
1944--the largest armed rescue operation of Jews by Jews in World War II.

Tec reveals that this extraordinary community included both men and women, some with weapons, but
mostly unarmed, ranging from infants to the elderly. She reconstructs for the first time the amazing details of
how these partisans and their families--hungry, exposed to the harsh winter weather--managed not only to
survive, but to offer protection to all Jewish fugitives who could find their way to them. Arguing that this
success would have been unthinkable without the vision of one man, Tec offers penetrating insight into the
group's commander, Tuvia Bielski. Tec brings to light the untold story of Bielski's struggle as a partisan who
lost his parents, wife, and two brothers to the Nazis, yet never wavered in his conviction that it was more
important to save one Jew than to kill twenty Germans. She shows how, under Bielski's guidance, the
partisans smuggled Jews out of heavily guarded ghettos, scouted the roads for fugitives, and led retaliatory
raids against Belorussian peasants who collaborated with the Nazis.

Herself a Holocaust survivor, Nechama Tec here draws on wide-ranging research and never before published
interviews with surviving partisans--including Tuvia Bielski himself--to reconstruct here the poignant and
unforgettable story of those who chose to fight.
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From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

The book Defiance can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Defiance? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Defiance has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Martha McKee:

This Defiance book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Defiance without we know
teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
Defiance can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Defiance having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Donna Hufnagel:

This book untitled Defiance to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this reserve from your list.

Daniel Pitts:

This Defiance is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great
arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Defiance in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen
second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt which?
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