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Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship and Authenticity in the French Revolution examines the leaders of the
French Revolution - Robespierre and his fellow Jacobins - and particularly the gradual process whereby
many of them came to 'choose terror'. These men led the Jacobin Club between 1789 and 1794, and were
attempting to establish new democratic politics in France. Exploring revolutionary politics through the eyes
of these leaders, and against a political
backdrop of a series of traumatic events, wars, and betrayals, Marisa Linton portrays the Jacobins as complex
human beings who were influenced by emotions and personal loyalties, as well as by their revolutionary
ideology.

The Jacobin leaders' entire political careers were constrained by their need to be seen by their supporters as
'men of virtue', free from corruption and ambition, and concerned only with the public good. In the early
stages of the Revolution, being seen as 'men of virtue' empowered the Jacobin leaders, and aided them in
their efforts to forge their political careers. However, with the onset of war, there was a growing conviction
that political leaders who feigned virtue were 'the enemy within',
secretly conspiring with France's external enemies. By year two, the year of the Terror, the Jacobin identity
had become a destructive force: in order to demonstrate their own authenticity, they had to be seen to act
virtuously, and be prepared, if the public good demanded it, to denounce and
destroy their friends, and even to sacrifice their own lives. This desperate thinking resulted in the politicians'
terror, one of the most ruthless of all forms of terror during the Revolution. Choosing Terror seeks neither to
cast blame, nor to exonerate, but to understand the process whereby such things can happen.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Collins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution.

Beverly Barber:

This Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution are generally reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Choosing Terror:
Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Choosing Terror: Virtue,
Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Tara Smith:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution can be your answer since it
can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Stephanie Landa:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With the book
Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Choosing
Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution. You can more appealing than now.
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