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This first US publication of Erez Bitton, one of Israel's most celebrated poets, recalls the fate of Moroccan
Jewish culture with poems both evocative and pure. Considered the founding father of Mizrahi Israeli, a
major tradition in the history of Hebrew poetry, Bitton's bilingual collection dramatically expands the scope
of biographical experience and memory, ultimately resurrecting a vanishing world and culture.

Preliminary Background Words

My mother my mother
from a village of shrubs green of a different green.
From a bird's nest producing milk sweeter than sweet.
From a nightingale's cradle of a thousand Arabian nights.

My mother my mother
who staved off evil
with her middle fingers
with beating her chest
on behalf of all mothers.

My father my father
who delved into worlds
who sanctified the Sabbath with pure Araq
who was most practiced
in synagogue traditions.

And I—
having distanced myself
deep into my heart
would recite
when all were asleep
short Bach masses
deep into my heart
in Jewish-
Moroccan.

Erez Bitton was born in 1942 to Moroccan parents in Oran, Algeria, and emigrated to Israel in 1948.
Blinded by a stray hand grenade in Lod, he spent his childhood in Jerusalem's School for the Blind. He is
considered the founding father of Mizrahi poetry in Israel—the first poet to take on the conflict between
North African immigrants and the Ashkenazi society, and the first to use Judeo-Arabic dialect in his poetry.
His most recent award is the Bialik Lifetime Achievement Award (2014).
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this You Who Cross My Path.

Lorraine Prinz:

Typically the book You Who Cross My Path has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after scanning this book.

John McCraw:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually You Who Cross My Path why because the amazing cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Raymond Brown:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This You Who Cross My Path can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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