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The world’s richer democracies all provide such public benefits as pensions and health care, but why are
some far more generous than others? And why, in the face of globalization and fiscal pressures, has the
welfare state not been replaced by another model? Reconsidering the myriad issues raised by such pressing
questions, Clem Brooks and Jeff Manza contend here that public opinion has been an important, yet
neglected, factor in shaping welfare states in recent decades.

Analyzing data on sixteen countries, Brooks and Manza find that the preferences of citizens profoundly
influence the welfare policies of their governments and the behavior of politicians in office. Shaped by slow-
moving forces such as social institutions and collective memories, these preferences have counteracted
global pressures that many commentators assumed would lead to the welfare state’s demise. Moreover,
Brooks and Manza show that cross-national differences in popular support help explain why Scandinavian
social democracies offer so much more than liberal democracies such as the United States and the United
Kingdom.

Significantly expanding our understanding of both public opinion and social policy in the world’s most
developed countries, this landmark study will be essential reading for scholars of political economy, public
opinion, and democratic theory.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Why
Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication,
Media, and Public Opinion)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Ryan Daggett:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication,
Media, and Public Opinion) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Why
Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication,
Media, and Public Opinion) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Melanie Finnegan:

This Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in
Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Why Welfare
States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and
Public Opinion) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Pablo Cowart:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Why Welfare States Persist: The



Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) to
make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the e-book Why Welfare States Persist: The Importance of Public Opinion in Democracies (Studies in
Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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