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Until now the advent of Western romantic love has been seen as a liberation from—or antidote to—ten
centuries of misogyny. In this major contribution to gender studies, R. Howard Bloch demonstrates how
similar the ubiquitous antifeminism of medieval times and the romantic idealization of woman actually are.

Through analyses of a broad range of patristic and medieval texts, Bloch explores the Christian construction
of gender in which the flesh is feminized, the feminine is aestheticized, and aesthetics are condemned in
theological terms. Tracing the underlying theme of virginity from the Church Fathers to the courtly poets,
Bloch establishes the continuity between early Christian antifeminism and the idealization of woman that
emerged in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. In conclusion he explains the likely social, economic, and
legal causes for the seeming inversion of the terms of misogyny into those of an idealizing tradition of love
that exists alongside its earlier avatar until the current era.

This startling study will be of great value to students of medieval literature as well as to historians of culture
and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Castorena:

The ability that you get from Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western
Romantic Love giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love instantly.

John Herrera:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western
Romantic Love as the daily resource information.

Amy Quist:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Alfonso Unruh:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update
of news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the Medieval Misogyny and the Invention of Western Romantic Love when you
essential it?
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