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One-third of the population of Puerto Rico moved to New York City during the mid-twentieth century. Since
this massive migration, Puerto Rican literature and culture have grappled with an essential change in self-
perception. Mainland Passage examines the history of that transformation, the political struggle over its
representation, and the ways it has been imagined in Puerto Rico and in the work of Latina/o fiction writers.

Ramón E. Soto-Crespo argues that the most significant consequence of this migration is the creation of a
cultural and political borderland state. He intervenes in the Puerto Rico status debate to show that the two
most discussed options—Puerto Rico’s becoming either a fully federated state of the United States or an
independent nation—represent false alternatives, and he forcefully reasons that Puerto Rico should be
recognized as an anomalous political entity that does not conform to categories of political belonging.

Investigating a fundamental shift in the way Puerto Rican writers, politicians, and scholars have imagined
their cultural identity, Mainland Passage demonstrates that Puerto Rico’s commonwealth status exemplifies
a counterhegemonic logic and introduces a vital new approach to understanding Puerto Rican culture and
history.

"An extraordinarily effective and persuasive synthesis of political theory, historical exposition, and cultural
analysis that does real justice to a topic of daunting complexity. Ramón Soto-Crespo’s readings strike me as
some of the best work being done now in US Latino literary criticism." —Ricardo L. Ortíz, Georgetown
University

"Mainland Passage is a provocative intervention into some of the most intractable problems in Puerto Rican
studies." —The Americas
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Mainland Passage: The Cultural Anomaly of Puerto Rico it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Michael Rodiguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mainland Passage: The Cultural
Anomaly of Puerto Rico guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Mainland Passage:
The Cultural Anomaly of Puerto Rico as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is
one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Beth Murray:

This Mainland Passage: The Cultural Anomaly of Puerto Rico is great reserve for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Mainland Passage: The Cultural Anomaly of Puerto Rico in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Troy Cochran:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that



reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Mainland Passage: The Cultural
Anomaly of Puerto Rico.
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