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Born to a wealthy family in West Africa around 1770, Omar Ibn Said was abducted and sold into slavery in
the United States, where he came to the attention of a prominent North Carolina family after filling “the
walls of his room with piteous petitions to be released, all written in the Arabic language,” as one local
newspaper reported. Ibn Said soon became a local celebrity, and in 1831 he was asked to write his life story,
producing the only known surviving American slave narrative written in Arabic.

    In A Muslim American Slave, scholar and translator Ala Alryyes offers both a definitive translation and an
authoritative edition of this singularly important work, lending new insights into the early history of Islam in
America and exploring the multiple, shifting interpretations of Ibn Said’s narrative by the nineteenth-century
missionaries, ethnographers, and intellectuals who championed it.

    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction, contextual essays and historical commentary
by leading literary critics and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora, photographs, maps, and other
writings by Omar Ibn Said. The result is an invaluable addition to our understanding of writings by enslaved
Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not mutually exclusive terms.

    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction and by photographs, maps, and other writings
by Omar Ibn Said. The volume also includes contextual essays and historical commentary by literary critics
and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora: Michael A. Gomez, Allan D. Austin, Robert J. Allison,
Sylviane A. Diouf, Ghada Osman, and Camille F. Forbes.  The result is an invaluable addition to our
understanding of writings by enslaved Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not
mutually exclusive terms.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular A Muslim
American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Melvin Bragg:

This book untitled A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this book from your list.

Richard Freed:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying A Muslim American Slave: The Life
of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar
Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) become your current starter.

Ruben Jenkins:

You can find this A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through
written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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