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The pace of human progress accelerated profoundly in the twentieth century, spawning revolutionary
advances in medicine, agriculture, and industry. Between 1900 and 2000, the world's population quadrupled,
and production and consumption of goods increased by a factor of twelve.

In The State of the Earth, award-winning historian Paul K. Conkin offers a balanced, nuanced, and ultimately
hopeful assessment of the major environmental challenges that must be met after a century of torrid growth
and development. Unlike many recent polemics that reduce serious environmental debates to partisan
political arguments, The State of the Earth provides a thorough and scientifically informed introduction to
current environmental concerns.

Conkin demonstrates how the explosion in population, production, and consumption has begun to deplete
critical resources such as soil nutrients and fresh water, leading to potentially widespread shortages in the
world's poorest regions. Fossil fuel emissions have assured a rapid increase in greenhouse gases and
contributed to rising surface and ocean temperatures, a warming that is almost certain to continue throughout
the twenty-first century. Conkin explains how the complex interactions between pollution, warming, and
resource depletion may threaten the planet's biodiversity and endanger innumerable species.

The State of the Earth, however, is much more than a summary statement of potential catastrophes. Conkin
details the long history of global conservation and environmental protection movements and places their
efforts in accessible historical, theoretical, and scientific contexts. He anchors his analysis with the
awareness that environmental concerns are simultaneously hotly debated political issues, variables in
economic decision making, and matters of extraordinary social and cultural significance.

Conkin's mission is neither to proclaim certain doom nor to suggest blithely that technological innovation
and other free-market solutions will soon repair the damage already done. Rather, The State of the Earth
explains the realities and consequences of ecological disruption, unsustainable growth, and environmental
degradation. Conkin provides a sober and comprehensive introduction to the science and history of the
environmental challenges facing humans in the new century, highlighting the need to act now on a global
scale to reverse these troubling trends.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amos:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The State of the Earth: Environmental Challenges on
the Road to 2100. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important some sort of book The State of the Earth: Environmental Challenges on the Road to 2100. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply
because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Roberto Fetter:

The book with title The State of the Earth: Environmental Challenges on the Road to 2100 has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Valerie Little:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The State of the Earth: Environmental
Challenges on the Road to 2100 guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The State of
the Earth: Environmental Challenges on the Road to 2100 as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Mitchell:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The State of the Earth: Environmental Challenges on
the Road to 2100 was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The State of the
Earth: Environmental Challenges on the Road to 2100 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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