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The Fire of Tongues is a study of the religious and social thought of the Jesuit António Vieira (1608-97), one
of the great preachers, writers, and missionaries of the seventeenth century. A key actor in European and
Ibero-American politics of the period, Vieira argued throughout his seventy-year career that the Portuguese
nation was destined to lead the Catholic church in its mission to convert the Jews of Europe and the non-
Christian peoples of the New World. The tension between the missionary enterprise and the Portuguese
imperial agenda provides The Fire of Tongues with its principal theme.

The author focuses on three periods in Vieira's career. The first is his mission to Brazil (1653-61), which
took place during an era marked by conflict between the Jesuit missionaries and their fellow Europeans. The
latter resented the Jesuits' responsibility for administering the allocation of Indian workers, and Vieira
exacerbated the conflict by bringing under Jesuit control the notorious slaving expeditions the Portuguese
were conducting in the backlands. After being forcibly returned to Portugal by his opponents, Vieira spent
five years in the custody of the Inquisition (1663-67).

The author argues that the Inquisition's persecution of Vieira was a result of his criticism of the church
hierarchy in the Luso-Brazilian world, set forth in his preaching and prophetic writings. For Vieira, the New
World was a locus of prophecies that the Portuguese had been providentially chosen to reveal. Every group
that participated in the imperial project—the crown and settlers, the missionaries and Indians, and the
Inquisitors—had a role to play in the schema of revelation that Vieira drew from scripture and then read into
Portuguese history and into the history of the missionary church.

When Vieira returned to Brazil for the last time (1681-97), he brought with him an interpretation of colonial
society and of the missionary vocation that differed greatly from the one he had brought to the Amazon
almost thirty years before. No longer did he seek to enlist all Portuguese society in the missionary enterprise.
Instead, Vieira focused in his later writings on two groups he believed could successfully advance that
enterprise: the Jesuits and the Portuguese crown. Rather than being infused with the tongues of fire as the
Apostles were on Pentecost, the Jesuits, Vieira argued, were infused with the fire of tongues manifested in
their mastery of the languages they encountered in the mission field. Armed with the fire of tongues, the
Jesuits would build a church that would embrace the many languages and peoples of the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading a book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal
to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a
reserve The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

Rebecca West:

The book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal? Several of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the
Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

William Burmeister:

The e-book untitled The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal
is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira
and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Alice Winfield:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. The Fire of Tongues: António Vieira and the Missionary Church in Brazil and Portugal can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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