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With the insights she has gleaned from her close and subtle observation of parent-teacher conferences,
renowned Harvard University professor Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot has written a wise, useful book about the
ways in which parents and teachers can make the most of their essential conversation—the dialogue between
the most vital people in a child’s life.

“The essential conversation” is the crucial exchange that occurs between parents and teachers—a dialogue
that takes place more than one hundred million times a year across our country and is both mirror of and
metaphor for the larger cultural forces that define family-school relationships and shape the development of
our children. Participating in this twice-yearly ritual, so friendly and benign in its apparent goals, parents and
teachers are often wracked with anxiety. In a meeting marked by decorum and politeness, they frequently
exhibit wariness and assume defensive postures. Even though the conversation appears to be focused on the
student, adults may find themselves playing out their own childhood histories, insecurities, and fears.

Through vivid portraits and parables, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot captures the dynamics of this complex,
intense relationship from the perspective of both parents and teachers. She also identifies new principles and
practices for improving family-school relationships. In a voice that combines the passion of a mother, the
skepticism of a social scientist, and the keen understanding of one of our nation’s most admired educators,
Lawrence-Lightfoot offers penetrating analysis and an urgent call to arms for all those who want to act in the
best interests of their children.

For parents and teachers who seek productive dialogues and collaborative alliances in support of the learning
and growth of their children, this book will offer valuable insights, incisive lessons, and deft guidance on
how to communicate more effectively. In The Essential Conversation, Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot brings
scholarship, warmth, and wisdom to an immensely important cultural subject—the way we raise our
children.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

The book The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Katrina Varga:

Here thing why that The Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other in e-book can be your substitute.

Pearl Moore:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Essential Conversation: What Parents and
Teachers Can Learn from Each Other giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Diana Slama:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Essential Conversation: What Parents and



Teachers Can Learn from Each Other can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The
Essential Conversation: What Parents and Teachers Can Learn from Each Other.
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