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For almost three decades, the Grateful Dead was America's most popular touring band. No Simple Highway
is the first book to ask the simple question of why—and attempt to answer it. Drawing on new research,
interviews, and a fresh supply of material from the Grateful Dead archives, author Peter Richardson vividly
recounts the Dead's colorful history, adding new insight into everything from the Acid Tests to the band's
formation of their own record label to their massive late career success, while probing the riddle of the
Dead's vast and durable appeal.

Arguing that the band successfully tapped three powerful utopian ideals—for ecstasy, mobility, and
community—it also shows how the Dead's lived experience with these ideals struck deep chords with two
generations of American youth and continues today.

Routinely caricatured by the mainstream media, the Grateful Dead are often portrayed as grizzled hippy
throwbacks with a cult following of burned-out stoners. No Simple Highway corrects that impression,
revealing them to be one of the most popular, versatile, and resilient music ensembles in the second half of
the twentieth century. The band's history has been well-documented by insiders, but its unique and sustained
appeal has yet to be explored fully. At last, this legendary American musical institution is given the serious
and entertaining examination it richly deserves.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful
Dead. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful Dead. You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Earnest Moss:

The book No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful Dead gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful Dead to become your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the
Grateful Dead. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Tia Sargent:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful Dead can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Brandy Anderson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually No Simple Highway: A Cultural History of the Grateful Dead.
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