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All societies have relied on music to transform the experience of work. Song accompanied the farmer’s
labors, calmed the herder’s flock, and set in motion the spinner’s wheel. Today this tradition continues.
Music blares on the shop floor; song accompanies transactions in the retail store; the radio keeps the trucker
going on the long-distance haul.

Now Ted Gioia, author of several acclaimed books on the history of jazz, tells the story of work songs from
prehistoric times to the present. Vocation by vocation, Gioia focuses attention on the rhythms and melodies
that have attended tasks such as the cultivation of crops, the raising and lowering of sails, the swinging of
hammers, the felling of trees. In an engaging, conversational writing style, he synthesizes a breathtaking
amount of material, not only from songbooks and recordings but also from travel literature, historical
accounts, slave narratives, folklore, labor union writings, and more. He draws on all of these to describe how
workers in societies around the world have used music to increase efficiency, measure time, relay
commands, maintain focus, and alleviate drudgery.

At the same time, Gioia emphasizes how work songs often soar beyond utilitarian functions. The heart-
wringing laments of the prison chain gang, the sailor’s shanties, the lumberjack’s ballads, the field hollers
and corn-shucking songs of the American South, the pearl-diving songs of the Persian Gulf, the rich mbube a
cappella singing of South African miners: Who can listen to these and other songs borne of toil and hard
labor without feeling their sweep and power? Ultimately, Work Songs, like its companion volume Healing
Songs, is an impassioned tribute to the extraordinary capacity of music to enter into day-to-day lives, to
address humanity’s deepest concerns and most heartfelt needs.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Work Songs. Try to make book Work Songs as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Donald Farrell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Work Songs this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Melissa Ray:

Beside this kind of Work Songs in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Work Songs because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!

Melissa Sands:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top list in your reading list is Work Songs. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you
can get many advantages.
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