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Widely acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race, womanhood, spirituality, and mortality, poet Lucille
Clifton has published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades for her
work, including the 2000 National Book Award for Blessing the Boats. Her verse is featured in almost every
anthology of contemporary poetry, and her readings draw large and enthusiastic audiences. Although
Clifton's poetry is a pleasure to read, it is neither as simple nor as blithely celebratory as readers sometimes
assume. The bursts of joy found in her polished, elegant lines are frequently set against a backdrop of regret
and sorrow. Alternately consoling, stimulating, and emotionally devastating, Clifton's poems are
unforgettable.

In Wild Blessings, Hilary Holladay offers the first full-length study of Clifton's poetry, drawing on a broad
knowledge of the American poetic tradition and African American poetry in particular. Holladay places
Clifton's poems in multiple contexts—personal, political, and literary—as she explicates major themes and
analyzes specific works: Clifton's poems about womanhood, a central concern throughout her career; her
fertility poems, which are provocatively compared with Sylvia Plath's poems on the same subject; her
relation to the Black Arts Movement and to other black female poets, such as Gwendolyn Brooks and Sonia
Sanchez; her biblical poems; her elegies; and her poignant family history, Generations, an extended prose
poem. In addition to a new preface written after Clifton's death in 2010, this updated edition includes an
epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004.

Readers encountering Lucille Clifton's poems for the first time and those long familiar with her distinctive
voice will benefit from Hilary Holladay's striking insights and her illuminating interview with the influential
American poet.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Evans:

With other case, little persons like to read book Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern
Literary Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important the book Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Ronald Searle:

The particular book Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Wild Blessings: The
Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mamie Crossett:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies).

Christopher Williams:

This Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) is great reserve for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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