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This book explores the role of the welfare state in the overall wealth and wellbeing of nations and in
particular looks at the American welfare state in comparison with other developed nations in Europe and
elsewhere.

It is widely believed that the welfare state undermines productivity and economic growth, that the United
States has an unusually small welfare state, and that it is, and always has been, a welfare state laggard. This
book shows that all rich nations, including the United States, have large welfare states because the socialized
programs that comprise the welfare state-public education and health and social insurance—enhance the
productivity of capitalism. In public education, the most
productive part of the welfare state, for most of the 19th and 20th centuries, the United States was a leader.

Though few would argue that public education is not part of the welfare state, most previous cross national
analyses of welfare states have omitted education. Including education has profound consequences,
undergirding the case for the productivity of welfare state programs and the explanation for why all rich
nations have large welfare states, and identifying US welfare state leadership. From 1968 through 2006, the
United States swung right politically and lost its lead in education and
opportunity, failed to adopt universal health insurance and experienced the most rapid explosion of health
care costs and economic inequality in the rich world.

The American welfare state faces large challenges. Restoring its historical lead in education is the most
important but requires investing large sums in education, beginning with universal pre-school and in
complementary programs that aid children's development. The American health insurance system is by far
the most costly in the rich world, yet fails to insure one sixth of its population, produces below average
results, crowds out useful investments in children, and is the least equitably
financed. Achieving universal coverage will increase costs. Only complete government financing is likely to
restrain long term costs.

In memory of Robert J. Lampman Colleague, Co-author, Friend and Mentor
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From reader reviews:

Louise Reyes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Wealth and Welfare States: Is
America a Laggard or Leader?, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Jacqueline Campbell:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Wealth and Welfare States: Is
America a Laggard or Leader? is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Bobby Miller:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wealth and Welfare States: Is America
a Laggard or Leader? can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Ruby Freeman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Wealth
and Welfare States: Is America a Laggard or Leader?.
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