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A groundbreaking new history, telling the stories of hundreds of African-American activists and
officeholders who risked their lives for equality-in the face of murderous violence-in the years after the
Civil War.

By 1870, just five years after Confederate surrender and thirteen years after the Dred Scott decision ruled
blacks ineligible for citizenship, Congressional action had ended slavery and given the vote to black men.
That same year, Hiram Revels and Joseph Hayne Rainey became the first African-American U.S. senator
and congressman respectively. In South Carolina, only twenty years after the death of arch-secessionist John
C. Calhoun, a black man, Jasper J. Wright, took a seat on the state's Supreme Court. Not even the most
optimistic abolitionists thought such milestones would occur in their lifetimes. The brief years of
Reconstruction marked the United States' most progressive moment prior to the civil rights movement.

Previous histories of Reconstruction have focused on Washington politics. But in this sweeping, prodigiously
researched narrative, Douglas Egerton brings a much bigger, even more dramatic story into view, exploring
state and local politics and tracing the struggles of some fifteen hundred African-American officeholders, in
both the North and South, who fought entrenched white resistance. Tragically, their movement was met by
ruthless violence-not just riotous mobs, but also targeted assassination. With stark evidence, Egerton shows
that Reconstruction, often cast as a "failure?? or a doomed experiment, was rolled back by murderous force.
The Wars of Reconstruction is a major and provocative contribution to American history.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History
of America's Most Progressive Era as the daily resource information.

Jonathan Gomes:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most
Progressive Era this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's
why this book ideal all of you.

Richard Thompson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most
Progressive Era was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.

Jodi Dunn:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent
History of America's Most Progressive Era was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Wars of Reconstruction: The Brief, Violent History of America's Most Progressive Era has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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