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Packed with more than a hundred color illustrations and a wide variety of puzzles and brainteasers, Taking
Sudoku Seriously uses this popular craze as the starting point for a fun-filled introduction to higher
mathematics. How many Sudoku solution squares are there? What shapes other than three-by-three blocks
can serve as acceptable Sudoku regions? What is the fewest number of starting clues a sound Sudoku puzzle
can have? Does solving Sudoku require mathematics? Jason Rosenhouse and Laura Taalman show that
answering these questions opens the door to a wealth of interesting mathematics. Indeed, they show that
Sudoku puzzles and their variants are a gateway into mathematical thinking generally. Among many topics,
the authors look at the notion of a Latin square--an object of long-standing interest to mathematicians--of
which Sudoku squares are a special case; discuss how one finds interesting Sudoku puzzles; explore the
connections between Sudoku, graph theory, and polynomials; and consider Sudoku extremes, including
puzzles with the maximal number of vacant regions, with the minimal number of starting clues, and
numerous others. The book concludes with a gallery of novel Sudoku variations--just pure solving fun! Most
of the puzzles are original to this volume, and all solutions to the puzzles appear in the back of the book or in
the text itself. A math book and a puzzle book, Taking Sudoku Seriously will change the way readers look at
Sudoku and mathematics, serving both as an introduction to mathematics for puzzle fans and as an
exploration of the intricacies of Sudoku for mathematics buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Clinton Whitten:

This Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. That Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most
Popular Pencil Puzzle without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds
Most Popular Pencil Puzzle can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Taking Sudoku Seriously:
The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle having good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Rodney Bryant:

The book untitled Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Jessie Loudermilk:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math
Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jessica Harris:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Taking Sudoku Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most
Popular Pencil Puzzle can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Taking Sudoku
Seriously: The Math Behind the Worlds Most Popular Pencil Puzzle.
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