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A wry, moving collection of letters from the late J. F. Powers, "a comic writer of genius" (Mary
Gordon)

Best known for his 1963 National Book Award–winning novel, Morte D'Urban, and as a master of the short
story, J. F. Powers drew praise from Evelyn Waugh, Flannery O'Connor, Saul Bellow, and Philip Roth,
among others. Though Powers's fiction dwelt chiefly on the lives of Catholic priests, he long planned to
write a novel of family life, a feat he never accomplished. He did, however, write thousands of letters, which,
selected here by his daughter, Katherine A. Powers, become an intimate version of that novel, dynamic with
plot and character. They show a dedicated artist, passionate lover, reluctant family man, pained aesthete,
sports fan, and appreciative friend. At times wrenching and sad, at others ironic and exuberantly funny,
Suitable Accommodations is the story of a man at odds with the world and, despite his faith, with his church.
Beginning in prison, where Powers spent more than a year as a conscientious objector, the letters move on to
his courtship, marriage, comically unsuccessful attempt to live in the woods, life in the Midwest and in
Ireland, an unorthodox view of the Catholic Church, and an increasingly bizarre search for "suitable
accommodations," which included three full-scale emigrations to Ireland. Here, too, are encounters with such
diverse people as Thomas Merton, Eugene McCarthy, Robert Lowell, Theodore Roethke, Sean O'Faolain,
Frank O'Connor, Dorothy Day, and Alfred Kinsey.
An NPR Best Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Jane Rich:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family
Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963. Try to face the book Suitable Accommodations: An
Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963 as your close friend. It means
that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Richard Broderick:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Suitable Accommodations: An
Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963, you are able to enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Roger Borquez:

This Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers,
1942-1963 is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of
Family Life: The Letters of J. F. Powers, 1942-1963 can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Kenneth Sigler:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at



this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Suitable Accommodations: An Autobiographical Story of Family Life: The Letters of J. F.
Powers, 1942-1963 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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