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About 375 million people are infected with the hepatitis B virus. It has killed more people than AIDS and
also causes millions of cases of liver cancer. The discovery of this deadly virus and the vaccine against it--a
vaccine that is sharply decreasing the infection rate worldwide and is probably the first effective cancer
vaccine--was one of the great triumphs of twentieth-century medicine. And it almost didn't happen.

With wit and insight, this scientific memoir and story of discovery describes how Baruch Blumberg and a
team of researchers found a virus they were not looking for and created a vaccine for a disease they
previously knew little about--work that took the author around the world and won him the Nobel Prize.

Blumberg and his collaborators were investigating relationships between gene distribution and disease
susceptibility, research that was yielding interesting data but no real breakthroughs. Many viewed their work
as more field trip than science. But, through decades of hard work and investigative twists and turns, their
pursuit led to the hepatitis B antigen, the elusive virus itself, and, ultimately, the vaccine. As he takes the
reader through the detective work that culminated in his incredible discovery, the author recounts with
immediacy exciting moments in the lab and in the field--from a hair-raising flight to Africa to an unpleasant
encounter with Alaskan sled dogs.

The hepatitis B story is more than a fascinating chronicle of a major discovery. What Blumberg followed to
the virus was a trail of remarkable "accidents" that happen when scientists seek answers to interesting
questions. Those events, combined with the investigator's determined persistence, resulted in studies that
generated a pharmaceutical industry, have far-flung public-health applications, and saved millions of lives.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Goforth:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer Virus.

Edward McCain:

This Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer Virus is great guide for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer Virus in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Lee Long:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer
Virus.

Martha Fincher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Hepatitis B: The Hunt for a Killer Virus when you desired it?
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