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Deductive Irrationality examines and critiques economic rationalism from the perspective of political
philosophy. The essays in this collection analyze not only the work of founders of the discipline of
economics, but also political philosophers influential in this founding and select contributors of seminal
theories in modern economic thought—namely, Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Adam Smith, Alfred Marshall,
John Maynard Keynes, Friedrich Hayek, Gunnar Myrdal, Robert E. Lucas Jr., and John F. Muth. The main
theme linking all of the essays together is that economics is a product of modern rationalism and shares with
that rationalism the belief that the only real knowledge is scientific knowledge. Derived from a scientific
method modeled on mathematics, this method gives both modern political science and modern economics
their abstract character.

Adam Smith's contribution to Western thought was more than mere economics; his innovations and his
variance from previous thinkers follows Machiavelli in finding human nature in the realistic conception of
examining men as how they are, rather than the classical view that we should look to the idea of man's
formal excellence. To Smith, humanity emerges from a desire for self-preservation, where every worker
competes to exchange the fruits of their labor with that of others. The result is a gap between the world of
"common sense" and the world of theory that practitioners in both fields no longer truly understand. By
adopting the perspective of political philosophy, the contributors take an approach that is alien to most
economists, and in doing so address many of the currents and tensions that underlie modern economic theory
and, by implication, the rational choice theory in political science.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Baldwin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic
Rationalism. Try to face the book Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic
Rationalism as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Lily Sawyers:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic
Rationalism this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.

James Batts:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of
Economic Rationalism or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic
Rationalism to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Richard Chambers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this
Deductive Irrationality: A Commonsense Critique of Economic Rationalism.
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