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Her name is undoubtedly less familiar than that of her grandmother, Eleanor of Aquitaine, or that of her
famous conqueror son, Fernando III, yet during her lifetime, Berenguela of Castile (1180-1246) was one of
the most powerful women in Europe. As queen-consort of Alfonso IX of León, she acquired the troubled
boundary lands between the kingdoms of Castile and León and forged alliances with powerful nobles on
both sides. Even after her marriage was dissolved, she continued to strengthen these connections as a
member of her father's court. On her brother's death, she inherited the Castilian throne outright—and then,
remarkably, elevated her son to kingship at the same time. Using her assiduously cultivated alliances,
Berenguela ruled alongside Fernando and set into motion the strategy that in 1230 would result in his
acquisition of the crown of León—and the permanent union of Castile and León.

In The Queen's Hand, Janna Bianchini explores Berenguela's extraordinary lifelong partnership with her son
and examines the means through which she was able to build and exercise power. Bianchini contends that
recognition of Berenguela as a powerful reigning queen by nobles, bishops, ambassadors, and popes shows
the key participation of royal women in the western Iberian monarchy. Demonstrating how royal women
could wield enormous authority both within and outside their kingdoms, Bianchini reclaims Berenguela's
place as one of the most important figures of the Iberian Middle Ages.
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From reader reviews:

Erich Arnold:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of
Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important the book The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign
of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Charles Shrader:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Queen's Hand: Power
and Authority in the Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Keith Kemp:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications.
But also they write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the
good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The
authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before
they write with their book. One of them is this The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the Reign of
Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series).

Rose Heck:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the
Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) or maybe others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was



created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The Queen's Hand: Power and Authority in the
Reign of Berenguela of Castile (The Middle Ages Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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