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Black journalists have vigorously exercised their First Amendment right since the founding of Freedom's
Journal in 1827. World War II was no different in this regard, and Paul Alkebulan argues that it was the most
important moment in the long history of that important institution. American historians have often postulated
that WWII was a pivotal moment for the modern civil rights movement. This argument is partially based on
the pressing need to convincingly appeal to the patriotism and self-interest of black citizens in the fight
against fascism and its racial doctrines. This appeal would have to recognize long standing and well-known
grievances of African Americans and offer some immediate resolution to these problems, such as increased
access to better housing and improved job prospects. 230 African American newspapers were prime actors in
this struggle. Black editors and journalists gave a coherent and organized voice to the legitimate aspirations
and grievances of African Americans for decades prior to WWII. In addition, they presented an alternative
and more inclusive vision of democracy. The African American Press in World War II: Toward Victory at
Home and Abroad shows how they accomplished this goal, and is different from other works in this field
because it interprets WWII at home and abroad through the eyes of a diverse black press. Alkebulan shows
the wide ranging interest of the press prior to the war and during the conflict. Labor union struggles, equal
funding for black education, the criminal justice system, and the Italian invasion of Ethiopia were some of
subjects covered before and during the war. Historians tend to write as if the African American press was
ideologically homogenous, but, according to Alkebulan, this is not the case. For example, prior to the war,
African American journalists were both sympathetic and opposed to Japanese ambitions in the Pacific. A.
Philip Randolph's socialist journal The Messenger accurately warned against Imperial Japan's activities in
Asia during WWI. There are other instances that run counter to the common wisdom. During World War II
the Negro Newspaper Publishers Association not only pursued equal rights at home but also lectured blacks
(military and civilian) about the need to avoid any behavior that would have a negative impact on the public
image of the civil rights movement.
The African American Press in World War II explores press coverage of international affairs in more depth
than similar works. The African American press tended to conflate the civil rights movement with the anti-
colonial struggle taking place in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. Alkebulan demonstrates how George
Padmore and W.E.B. Du Bois were instrumental in this trend. While it heightened interest in anti-
colonialism, it also failed to delineate crucial differences between fighting for national independence and
demanding equal citizenship rights in one's native land.
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From reader reviews:

Christian Fowler:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The African American Press in
World War II: Toward Victory at Home and Abroad? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Noah Giles:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The African American Press in World War II: Toward Victory at Home and
Abroad book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer associated with The African American Press in World War II: Toward Victory
at Home and Abroad content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking The African American Press in World War II: Toward Victory at Home and Abroad is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Staci Eager:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
African American Press in World War II: Toward Victory at Home and Abroad, you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a e-book.

Jennifer Fields:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you



want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The African American Press in World War II:
Toward Victory at Home and Abroad can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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