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One of the problems pervading the study of medieval Islamic technology is the lack of surviving technical
treatises. Tradition tended to be handed down by example and by word of mouth, and apprenticeships could
last for decades. Fortunately, however, occasional treatises do exist. The treatise "On swords and their kinds"
was written by the 9th century Muslim philosopher Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi. This work was commissioned
by a powerful patron of scholarship, the Abbasid caliph Mu'tasim, and the content of the treatise presumably
reflects the ruler's general interest in his army and its equipment, and his specific interest in the technical
aspects of sword production. In this work, Kindi discusses the difference between iron and steel,
distinguishes different qualities of sword blade, and different centres of swordsmithing. He refers to the
Indian Ocean trade in steel ingots and to the distinctive character of European swords of the period. He
includes technical terms used by the makers, and distinguishes swords by their physical features - form,
measurements, weight, watered pattern, sculptured details, or inlaid ornaments. This publication includes the
text and a translation of Kindi's treatise, and a detailed commentary on the work. The volume also includes a
translation of Friedrich Schwarzlose's work on swords, which is based on the hundreds of references to
swords in early Arabic poetry. Written in German, this extraordinary compendium of information was first
published some 120 years ago; this volume makes it available again, and for the first time in English.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book has a
different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to that you can
your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Eva Stanfield:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Medieval Islamic
swords and swordmaking.

Harry Nelson:

Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Medieval Islamic swords and
swordmaking however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial imagining.

George Gentry:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Medieval Islamic swords and swordmaking provide you with new experience in examining
a book.
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