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A book that will move hearts and open minds, Jeffrey McGowan’s memoir is the first personal account of a
gay man’s silent struggle in the don’t-ask-don’t-tell military, from a cadet who rose to the rank of major, left
as a decorated Persian Gulf hero, and whose same-sex marriage was the first on the East Coast.

Love of country and personal love combine in this groundbreaking memoir of one gay man’s life in the
military—and beyond. In Major Conflict, Queens-born Jeffrey McGowan tells how he enlisted in the army in
the late 1980s and served with distinction for ten years. But McGowan had a secret: he was gay. In the don’t-
ask-don’t-tell world of the Clinton-era army, being gay meant automatic expulsion. So, at the expense of his
personal life and dignity, he hid his sexual identity and continued to serve the army well.
Major Conflict is a moving account of his years in the military, the homophobia he encountered there, and
his life afterward. McGowan presents a vivid portrait of his experience as a soldier in the Persian Gulf,
where he commanded U.S. troops in Operation Desert Storm, eventually rising to the rank of major.
Ultimately, however, he realized that the army held no future for gay men—even closeted ones. Desiring
more of a personal life and tired of hiding his true identity, McGowan resigned from the Army he loved in
1998. In February 2004, he married his partner of six years in New Paltz, New York, making front-page
news in the New York Times.
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which you should start with. This Major Conflict: One Gay Man's Life in the Don't-Ask-
Don't-Tell Military is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Traci Daniels:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Major Conflict:
One Gay Man's Life in the Don't-Ask-Don't-Tell Military suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Major Conflict: One Gay Man's Life in the Don't-Ask-
Don't-Tell Militaryis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world within this book.

Della Ferguson:

The publication with title Major Conflict: One Gay Man's Life in the Don't-Ask-Don't-Tell Military has lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Helen McClain:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is Major Conflict: One Gay Man's Life in the Don't-Ask-Don't-
Tell Military this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.
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