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“Keep your government hands off my Medicare!” Such comments spotlight a central question animating
Suzanne Mettler’s provocative and timely book: why are many Americans unaware of government social
benefits and so hostile to them in principle, even though they receive them? The Obama administration has
been roundly criticized for its inability to convey how much it has accomplished for ordinary citizens.
Mettler argues that this difficulty is not merely a failure of communication; rather it is endemic to the
formidable presence of the “submerged state.”

In recent decades, federal policymakers have increasingly shunned the outright disbursing of benefits to
individuals and families and favored instead less visible and more indirect incentives and subsidies, from tax
breaks to payments for services to private companies. These submerged policies, Mettler shows, obscure the
role of government and exaggerate that of the market. As a result, citizens are unaware not only of the
benefits they receive, but of the massive advantages given to powerful interests, such as insurance companies
and the financial industry. Neither do they realize that the policies of the submerged state shower their
largest benefits on the most affluent Americans, exacerbating inequality. Mettler analyzes three Obama
reforms—student aid, tax relief, and health care—to reveal the submerged state and its consequences,
demonstrating how structurally difficult it is to enact policy reforms and even to obtain public recognition for
achieving them. She concludes with recommendations for reform to help make hidden policies more visible
and governance more comprehensible to all Americans.

The sad truth is that many American citizens do not know how major social programs work—or even
whether they benefit from them. Suzanne Mettler’s important new book will bring government policies back
to the surface and encourage citizens to reclaim their voice in the political process.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Submerged State: How Invisible Government
Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Crystal Sanchez:

The guide untitled The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American
Democracy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Joni Harris:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book
then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The
Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

James Batts:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies Undermine American Democracy



(Chicago Studies in American Politics) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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