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The presentation of Europe's immediate historical past has quite dramatically changed. Conventional
depictions of occupation and collaboration in World War II, of wartime resistance and post-war renewal,
provided the familiar backdrop against which the chronicle of post-war Europe has mostly been told. Within
these often ritualistic presentations, it was possible to conceal the fact that not only were the majority of
people in Hitler's Europe not resistance fighters but millions actively co-operated with and many millions
more rather easily accommodated to Nazi rule. Moreover, after the war, those who judged former
collaborators were sometimes themselves former collaborators. Many people became innocent victims of
retribution, while others--among them notorious war criminals--escaped punishment. Nonetheless, the
process of retribution was not useless but rather a historically unique effort to purify the continent of the
many sins Europeans had committed. This book sheds light on the collective amnesia that overtook
European governments and peoples regarding their own responsibility for war crimes and crimes against
humanity--an amnesia that has only recently begun to dissipate as a result of often painful searching across
the continent.

In inspiring essays, a group of internationally renowned scholars unravels the moral and political choices
facing European governments in the war's aftermath: how to punish the guilty, how to decide who was guilty
of what, how to convert often unspeakable and conflicted war experiences and memories into serviceable,
even uplifting accounts of national history. In short, these scholars explore how the drama of the immediate
past was (and was not) successfully "overcome." Through their comparative and transnational emphasis, they
also illuminate the division between eastern and western Europe, locating its origins both in the war and in
post-war domestic and international affairs. Here, as in their discussion of collaborators' trials, the authors
lay bare the roots of the many unresolved and painful memories clouding present-day Europe.

Contributors are Brad Abrams, Martin Conway, Sarah Farmer, Luc Huyse, László Karsai, Mark Mazower,
and Peter Romijn, as well as the editors. Taken separately, their essays are significant contributions to the
contemporary history of several European countries. Taken together, they represent an original and
pathbreaking account of a formative moment in the shaping of Europe at the dawn of a new millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Politics of Retribution
in Europe. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Courtney Cook:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Politics of Retribution in Europe can be very good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Bertha Franke:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Politics of Retribution in Europe offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Cynthia Kipp:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Politics of Retribution in Europe is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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