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There was the sound of a single bullet, and then . . . a deafening barrage of gunfire and explosions. There
were, literally, thousands of bullets in the air at once, and more tracers streaking across the sky than there
were stars overhead. It was a miracle that most of us weren’t killed instantly.

Staff Sergeant Salvatore, “Sal,” Giunta was the first living person to receive the Medal of Honor—the
highest honor presented by the U.S. military—since the conclusion of the Vietnam War. In Living with
Honor, this hero who maintains he is “just a soldier” tells us the story of the fateful day in Afghanistan that
led to his receiving the unique honor. With candor, insight, and humility, Giunta not only recounts the
harrowing events leading up to when he and his company fell under siege, but also illustrates the
empowering, invaluable lessons he learned.

As a seventeen-year-old teen working at Subway, Giunta was like any other kid trying to figure out which
step to take next with his life after graduating from high school. When Giunta walked into the local Army
recruiting center in his hometown, he just wanted a free T-shirt. But when he walked out, his curiosity had
been piqued and he enlisted in the Army.

Deployed to Afghanistan, Giunta soon learned from the more seasoned soldiers how “different” this war was
compared to others that America had fought. Stationed with the 173rd Airborne Brigade near the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border in the Korengal Valley— also known as the “Valley of Death”—Giunta and his
company were ambushed by Taliban insurgents. Giunta went into action after seeing that his squad leader
had fallen. Exposing himself to blistering enemy fire, Giunta charged toward his squad leader and
administered first aid while he covered him with his own body. Though Giunta was struck by the relentless
barrage of bullets, he engaged the enemy and then attempted to reach additional wounded soldiers. When he
realized that yet another soldier was separated from his unit, he advanced forward. Discovering two rebels
carrying away a U.S. soldier, Giunta killed one insurgent and wounded the other, and immediately provided
aid to the injured soldier. More than just a remarkable memoir by a remarkable person, Living with Honor is
a powerful testament to the human spirit and all that one can achieve when faced with seemingly impossible
obstacles.

***

The President clasps the medal around my neck. Applause fills the room. But I know it’s not for me alone. I
look at my mom and dad. I look at Brennan’s parents and I look at Mendoza’s. And I try to communicate to
Brennan and Mendoza wordlessly: This is for you . . . and for everyone who has fought and died. For
everyone who has made the ultimate sacrifice. I am not a hero. I’m just a soldier.

—Salvatore A. Giunta, from Living with Honor
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From reader reviews:

James Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Living with
Honor: A Memoir is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Lou Marshall:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Living
with Honor: A Memoir your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Living
with Honor: A Memoir giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Rodney Hussey:

Living with Honor: A Memoir can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Living with Honor: A Memoir although doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
imagining.

Russell Pittman:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Living with Honor: A Memoir to make your own
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide
Living with Honor: A Memoir can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of the time.
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