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The Codex Borgia, a masterpiece that predates the Spanish conquest of central Mexico, records almanacs
used in divination and astronomy. Within its beautifully painted screenfold pages is a section (pages 29–46)
that shows a sequence of enigmatic pictures that have been the subject of debate for more than a century.
Bringing insights from ethnohistory, anthropology, art history, and archaeoastronomy to bear on this
passage, Susan Milbrath presents a convincing new interpretation of Borgia 29–46 as a narrative of
noteworthy astronomical events that occurred over the course of the year AD 1495–1496, set in the context
of the central Mexican festival calendar.

In contrast to scholars who have interpreted Borgia 29–46 as a mythic history of the heavens and the earth,
Milbrath demonstrates that the narrative documents ancient Mesoamericans' understanding of real-time
astronomy and natural history. Interpreting the screenfold's complex symbols in light of known astronomical
events, she finds that Borgia 29–46 records such phenomena as a total solar eclipse in August 1496, a
November meteor shower, a comet first sighted in February 1496, and the changing phases of Venus and
Mercury. She also shows how the narrative is organized according to the eighteen-month festival calendar
and how seasonal cycles in nature are represented in its imagery. This new understanding of the content and
purpose of the Codex Borgia reveals this long-misunderstood narrative as the most important historical
record of central Mexican astronomy on the eve of the Spanish conquest.
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From reader reviews:

Lila Smith:

The experience that you get from Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in
the Codex Borgia (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) could be the more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and
Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Heaven and Earth
in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda Schele Series in Maya
and Pre-Columbian Studies) instantly.

Theresa Frost:

This Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is great publication for you because the content which is
full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Heaven and Earth
in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda Schele Series in Maya
and Pre-Columbian Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
which?

Salina Rodriguez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) provide you with new experience in studying a book.



Brandi Johnson:

This Heaven and Earth in Ancient Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Heaven and Earth in Ancient
Mexico: Astronomy and Seasonal Cycles in the Codex Borgia (The Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get
through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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